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Re: Japanese Patent Application 
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Dear Dr. Jung: 

We have received a Notification of Reasons for Refusal in connection with the 
above-identified patent application; a copy and its translation are enclosed herewith. A 
due date for a response to this Notification is November 24, 2007. However, an extension 
of time up to three months can be available on request. 

The application was rejected by a reason of lack of inventive step (Art. 29 (2)). All the 
claims 1-8 were rejected as being anticipated by two documents, Dl and D2. Dl is the 
corresponding Japanese application of DEI 9647283 A cited in the International Search 
Report. D2 has no corresponding English application, so please refer to its English 
abstracts and figures. 

First of all, it seems that the invention of claims 1 could be just a generalization of the 
background art, WOO 1/7903 6, described in the specification. Because the arrangement of 
WOO 1/79036 uses acceleration values ("the time profile of parameter (velocity)") for the 
plausibility checking of the rollover decision (whether "the travel behavior which is critical 
for safety corresponds to a desired travel behavior" or not). Though WOO 1/7903 6 is not a 
cited reference, it seems that claim 1 (and also 2-4) needs to be amended in view of 
WOO 1/7903 6. Please let us know if our understanding is incorrect. 

Regarding Dl, Dl seems not so critical to this invention, since it does not disclose or 
suggest the feature of this invention to check the plausibility according to whether the 
critical travel behavior corresponds to a desired one or not. 

D2 discloses a safety drive supporting device which stores the patterns of parameters for 
the normal traveling and the abnormal traveling, such as patterns of steering angle and time 
profile of lateral velocity etc., and if the vehicle traveling corresponds to the abnormal 
pattern, alarm is output. 
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All in all, it seems difficult to retain present claims 1-4, 7 and 8 in view of WO01/79036 
and also present claims 5, 6 in view of the combination of WO01/79036 and D2. However, 
we have difficulty to find out a basis for amendment in the disclosure which is enough to 
distinguish this invention from Dl, D2 and WOO 1/7903 6. 

Please let us know your idea for amendment. Please let us know if there are any 
characteristic features of this invention in the disclosure which are different from these 
documents, and also advantageous effects of such characteristic features. 

We would appreciate if you provide us with your comment by November 9, 2007 . 



Very truly yours, 



DaimlerChrysler Japan Holding, Ltd. 




Ayako Shinoda 




EA/as 
Encl. 
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Abstract of JP91 88234 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide equipment 
which detects various kinds of collided conditions, 
reacts to the collided conditions and avoids or 
minimizes collided conditions of road traffic. 
SOLUTION: This equipment is provided with a device 
1 detecting figures around an automobile, a means 3 
making an estimate of the figures, depending on the 
estimate and generating a first estimate signal S1 , a 
means 2 detecting the traveling condition of the 
automobile, a means 4 making an estimate of the 
traveling condition, depending on the estimate and 
generating a second estimate signal S2 and 
processing unit 5 comparing the estimate signals S1, 
S2. The processing unit 5 is provided with a means 7 
detecting a physical limit for depending on the first and 
the second estimate signals S1, S2 and avoid collision, 
and means depending on the first and the second 
estimate signal after reaching the physical limit or 
exceeding it, and at least affecting the traveling 
condition of the automobile, especially a means 6 
generating control signal S5, S6, S7 for a brake, and 
acceleration or a steering device of the automobile. 
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